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Creative Outreach
The Lewis Center for Church
Leadership offers creative resources to
help churches grow and to engage in
practices that lead to fruitfulness.
Check out these resources for
theological and practical suggestions
for missional outreach that churches
can do:

We Are Called

50 Ways to Take Church to the
Community

In this month’s newsletter we explore ways that as families you
can actively participate in God’s mission in the world. You will
find articles, videos and resources to point you to ways you can
join God’s movement of peace, justice, reconciliation and love
in the world. Not every article mentioned is explicitly
theological, so it is our job to connect those pieces to our faith
and theology of God’s mission. I hope as a family you can find
a few practices to do together.

Service and Justice Opportunities in the Fall!
Sept 17, 2016

Oct 1-2

Join us as we head
to DC to join the
National Walk to
End Modern Day
Slavery!

We will head to
Shepherd’s Spring,
MD for a 24 hour
immersion
simulation of being
in a different country

Nov 5 & Dec 10
On these two
Saturdays we will
spend the morning
serving those in our
community

50 Ways to Engage Local Schools
Taking Prayer to the Community –
prayer ministries can help us connect
with new people
Create New Entry Points – Seeing
how mission and social activism can
reach new people
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Learning About the
Issues
What Does the Bible Say About
Poverty?
The Bible speaks at length about poverty and justice. It
is clear to see that throughout all of scripture these
issues and the affect they have on so many people is
deeply important to God. Go here to see what
scriptures speak of God’s concern for the poor, God’s
identification with the poor, and God’s instructions for
us to care for the poor

Eight Stats That Will Challenge
Your View on Wealth
The great disparity of wealth in the world is an issue
that matters to God and so matters to us. How we and
our country spends money truly reveals how faith
shapes or doesn’t shape our decisions and how we live.

By 2050 More Plastic Than Fish in
the Ocean
It’s tragic that so much of our waste ends up in the
ocean. Researchers found that by the year 2050 “when
measured by weight, the ocean will have more plastic
than fish.” See how a 19 year old has come up with
plans to clean up the ocean and how you can get
involved.

How Lament Can Help Fight
Racism

Lament is an important part of worship that is often
neglected. Yet, throughout the Psalms we see continual
prayers and expressions of worship that are laments,
cries of pain, and yearning for justice. Seminary
professor J. Todd Billings invites us to explore how
lament can help us in the church work to eliminate
racism. Lament can move us to a deeper understanding
of the oppressed and lead us to a ministry of solidarity.
Read the full article here
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What Families Can Do
Step Into My Shoes
Step Into My Shoes invites families to learn and serve
together. It invites you to step in the lives of Pastor
Tom and his family in Uganda. Through videos,
prayer, a journey guide, map of Uganda and more your
family will explore what it means to “live by God’s
enough.”

Sign Petitions and Send Letters to
Companies
Signing petitions and sending letters to companies is a great
way to use our voice to advocate for social change reflective
of God’s love. Together as a family explore the following
websites and find petitions that are meaningful to you, sign
them, advocate for them, share them and share in family
conversations together around the issues you are passionate
about: Change.org; Made In A Free World; AVAAZ: The
World in Action

5 Ways to Raise Generous Children
Generosity has deep theological importance. Jesus spoke
openly and often about money and how we cannot serve
God and money. Generosity is a way to break us free from
the hold money has on us. As parents you can model,
encourage, and talk about the importance of generosity and
your faith to your kids. Check out 5 ways you can raise your
kids to be generous givers regardless of what age they are.

Child Sponsorship, Build Kits and
More
World Vision works in nearly 100 countries. They
provide many ways you as a family can get involved:
you can sponsor a child as a family, connect others to
become child sponsors, build care kits, buy animals for
families, help families start businesses, pray, respond to
disasters and so much more. What a great way to
practice generosity as a family!
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Finding Your Passion – Living Into a Movement –
Joining God’s Story
God has created us for passionate living. Theologian
and pastor Howard Thurman writes “Don’t ask
yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what
makes you come alive and go do that, because what
the world needs is people who have come alive.”
Here are some great organizations that you can get
plugged into to help you come alive

UMCOR – you can support disaster recovery, global
heath, and sustainable agriculture
UM Global Aids Fund & Imagine No Malaria –
support the UMC’s work to end AIDS and Malaria
Ecumenical Advocacy Days – join with other
Christians across the country to advocate for social
change

Better World Books – through buying books you can
help fund and support literacy programs around the
world

St. Jude’s Children Hospital – help provide free
health care for children who have cancer
UMC General Board of Global Ministries & Church
and Society – see the United Methodist Church’s
work and opportunities to be a globally missional
church and to advocate for social change

World Vision – you can sponsor a child, provide
relief in crisis areas, provide animals and microloans
around the world
Covenant House - support and care for homeless
teens

Songs of Justice
Here are some great hymns and anthems of our faith that
speak to our calling to work for justice and a moving
song by Dave Matthews Band
Draw The Circle Wide – Mark Miller
For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table – Shirley Erena Murray
We Are Called – David Hass
27 Million – Matt Redman and LZ7
Hookers and Robbers – Charlie Hall
Dream God’s Dream – Bryan Sirchio
Glory – Common and John Legend
Mercy – Dave Matthews Band
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Videos
On this page we will explore several videos that
speak to the work of justice. These videos can speak
deeply to us and can lead to powerful conversations

Poverty and Violence – International
Justice Mission
In his Ted Talk Gary Haugen, president of International
Justice Mission, talks about the hidden reason that
poverty continues to exists in the world: violence. This
video is an important message for the church and the
world to hear. Watch the video and talk together about
your reactions

More Than Food
The Christian Aid Collective reminds us of the early church
in Acts where the people gathered and made sure no one
had needs unmet among them. In community, the needs
and problems of one person become the needs and problems
of all people. Yet in our world over a billion still live in
extreme poverty. What if our identity became bound up in
one another instead of in how much stuff we have?

The Power of Spoken Word
Spoken word is a powerful expression of art. Watch
these spoken word artists call us to a new way of living:
Is Justice Worth It? – Micah Bournes
The World Is Coming to an End – Prince EA
Human Persons – Micah Bournes and Propaganda
Dear Matafele Peinem – Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner

Crazy Streets and The Candy Shop
The strong Crazy Streets is written by two pastors in
Chicago. This is a song of lament for the violence and
pain in their city. It is a powerfully prophetic song that
needs to be heard
This second video is a 30 minute movie titled The
Candy Shop and is a modern day parable of the issue of
human trafficking.

5

NEWSLETTER 11

JUNE 2016

Practical and Prayerful Response
6 Steps Churches/Families Can Take

Should a church really care about justice is not a question
we need to ask. What we need to ask and discuss is how we
practice our biblical call to work for justice. Kim Hunt
shares 6 steps that churches and families can do to practice
justice
Recycle, Go Fair Trade/Shop Ethically, Give Sacrificially,
Volunteer As a Community, Create a Prayer Group, Visit
Your Elected Representative
Shopping Ethically

3 Ways to Compassionately
Respond to Panhandling
What is the most faithfull way we can respond when
encountering someone asking for money on the side of the
street? Consider these three answers: 1) Say ‘hello’ and
recognize their humanity; 2) Give if you can, don’t judge
and assume they will use the money for bad purposes; 3) Get
involved: volunteer, learn and advocate for better lives for
those who are homeless. Go here to read more

9 Ways To Challenge Consumerism
In our Life

Author Tony Campolo shared that it is consumerism
and materialism that will be what destroys the church if
we don’t do something. Consumerism and the
accumulation of wealth and things is the opposite of
how Christ has called us to live. Check out this article
for ways we can live more simply so others can simply
live

5 Ways To Live More Sustainably
Care and stewardship of the environment is
theologically grounded and important to our
understanding of God’s mission as United Methodists.
Check out this article for 5 ways we can live more
environmentally sustainable lives through recycling,
minimizing waste, conserve energy, buy smart and buy
local. You can check out your global footprint here to
see how much is needed to support your lifestyle
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